
And what kind of ... is
that? 
And is there anything
else about ...? 
And where/whereabout
is ...?
And that’s ... like what? 
And is there a
relationship between ...
and ...?
And when ..., what
happens to ...? 
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And what happened
just before ...?

And then what
happens/what happens

next? 

And what would ... like
to have happened?

And what needs to
happen for ...?

And can ...?
And where could ...

come from?
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VERSION 3

From Compass to Molecule - The 9+3 Basic Clean Language Questions 
adapted from https://cleanlanguage.com. 

“We switched from a compass to a molecule metaphor for two reasons. First we want to
emphasise interconnectedness rather than direction. Second, the molecule represents the
client’s perception, both foreground (inside the centre sphere) and background (outside the
centre sphere). As modellers we want the client’s perceptions to be central to everything the
facilitator says and does. By placing the questions around the outside we are emphasising
that first the facilitator decides which sphere of perception they would like the client to
attend to, and then they ask a question that invites them to attend to that part of their
experience”.


