You are a soil scientist. Your role is to study and better understand our soils. Your research is fundamental to support humans to better protect and understand the soil relations. With your help we can also increase food sovereignty,  have cleaner water and to allow us to live in harmony with many other soil and earth beings in complete harmony.	Comment by Mantel, Stephan: Soils are diverse. I prefer to use the plural	Comment by Mantel, Stephan: Rather: soils and their functions?	Comment by Mantel, Stephan: I had to look up the concept of food sovereignty. In relation to the soil can we not better speak about food security?	Comment by Mantel, Stephan: ‘harmony with many other soil and earth beings’? How do we achieve living in harmony with MANY other soil beings and earth beings?
Why not say that ‘it will help to live in harmony with nature and sustainably manage soils’ 

Module 1 establishes the foundation for soil literacy, positioning soil not merely as a resource, but as the 'living skin of the Earth.' We explore soil’s vital connection to the lithosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere, and biosphere, and examine the five factors of soil formation defined by soil scientists Vasily Dokuchaev and Hans Jenny. Beyond the science, this module delves into the urgent reality of soil degradation in Europe and the three critical pathways to healing: prevention, mitigation, and restoration. Finally, we bridge the gap between distinct knowledge systems—weaving together scientific, traditional agricultural, and Indigenous wisdom to create a holistic understanding of our groundsoils.
2. Soils are unique etc
The Russian geologist Vasily Dokuchaev (1846-1903) is  considered the father of soil science. His big insight is that soil is continually evolving, and is specific to each site.	Comment by Mantel, Stephan: I would mention Hans Jenny here too https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_soil_science
4. Soils are vulnerable
[…]
This means they’re losing their ability to function properly - to support plant life, store water, filter pollutants, and cycle nutrients and thereforewhich is essential for food security, water availability and quality, contributing to flood control, functioning of ecosystems, human health, buffering of climate change impacts and much more, also causing direct and indirect economic costs or losses, which are estimated between 50 billion to 100 billion Euros a year  in the EU alone. This is a longs sentence and needs editing.
[…]
Furthermore, agriculture, and with-it intensive soil use and often degradation. is the major factor in exceeding the planetary boundaries, where seven of nine boundaries have been breached.  	Comment by Mantel, Stephan: I would not mention planetary boundaries without explaining them. So either elaborate or otherwise use a different phrase
Alternative: Furthermore, agriculture, and with-it intensive soil use and often degradation, is a major driver of soil degradation that has multiple on-site and off site effects. 
1. Scientific soil knowledge.
Soil science is a recent discipline (1870s) and the complexity of soils is still being understoodtopic of research. Recent discoveries on soil ecosystems and soil biodiversity still needs to be implemented to achieve sustainable management of soils. It Ccan be considered to start from Dokuchaev in the 1870s. Historically linked to agricultural expansion in the Eurasian steppe and Northern American prairie. Recent discoveries on soil ecosystems and soil biodiversity still need s to be implemented  further adoption and implementation to achieve sustainable management of soils.
[…]
“Soils have been sustainably managed by indigenous people and communities using traditional/tacit knowledge for thousands of years and still are in many parts of the world.”	Comment by Mantel, Stephan: Indigenous practices have and are not always sustainable. I agree that many people live in harmony with nature and use generations long experience in how to manage their environment and survive. But this should not be romantized. Whole civilizations have collapsed from the ancient Greeks, neolithic Europe, Romans, etc 
It is especially important to acknowledge that soil knowledge precedes and goes beyond agriculture, as most literature links soil knowledge with agriculture and the neolithic revolutions. Brevik and Hartmink (2010), when providing a historical perspective on soil knowledge, fall into an apparent contradiction when stating that “soil knowledge dates to the earliest known practice of agriculture about 11,000 BP.” and then admitting that “humans have always had an intimate relation with the soil”
I find this a bit sudden statement. In any case I think the authors Hartemink and Brevik indicated that practical, observation-based knowledge dates to the start of (sedentary agriculture, when soils were systematically used and soil properties in decisions of land use. Then scientific soil knowledge started much later.
Acknowledging the different types of soil related knowledge, practices and wisdom can also help decolonise soil science and make it more inclusive, fostering dialogue between scientists and practitioners. 	Comment by Mantel, Stephan: I find this a strange and strong statement. And what does it mean to ‘decolonize soil science’? What of it needs decolonization? That is not clear. I would not introduce this term unless with a very good explanation. 	Comment by Mantel, Stephan: This suggests that there is no dialogue between scientists and practitioners…. Is there not, really?
